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COMMITTEE 1985/86

PRES David Heard VICE PRES Pat Casev SEC #om Brachna
16 Hardy Street 11 Patterson St 11 Sunnyvale
Selby Carnegie 3163 Hampton Park
754 8406 g706452 3976
799 1998
TREAS | Rob Avton ASS SEC Garry Pearl S50C Sue Williams
8 Minerva Crs 1419 Moumtain Hwy|SEC 82 Cape 5t.
Vermont Sth 37133 The Basin 3154 Heidelberg -
232 0378 762 kot bs8 31579
COMMITTFE Mark Templeton Peter Handievy Brvan West
13 Alice St. g Wallarcvo Ave, 164 Monohans Rd.
Clayton 3168 Narre Warren 3805 Cranbourne 3977
543 7196 704 6808 059 96 4915
ASSOCIATION DELEGATES Mark Templeton
798 6055 §Eua Hrs }
543 7196 (A.H.)

TRIP CLASSIFICATIONS:

‘AL _Grade: Extensive use of 4 WD, Tracks may be difficult to negotiate -
chains should be carried along with towing slings snd snchor poeints, good
winter tread pattern tyres are a wust, Trip leader has the right to refuse :
vehicle if above points are not met. Types of cenditions likely to be met i
clude: steep climbs and descents on sll surfaces = rocky, muddy, wud & sv 7,
deep river crossings and overgrown tracks. Max, & vehielasﬁi

B! Grade: Virtually same conditiens as 'A' Grade but track condition is mo;
favourable. Good tyres ave a must as well as necessary ITeCcoOvery gear.
Max. 10 vehicles.

*C! Grade: Vefy limited use of & WD, These trips dnclude car rallyvs ete,
Type of tyres do no matter and recovery gear not essentisl. No, Max vehicles,

In all ebove cases vehicles should be in sound mechenical condition and Caryy
the basic spare part requirements ss listed in previsus Nawpletiers,

The Committes would like to express the fact that 1f in the epinien of the
trip leader a vehicle is not sultable fer a trip, then that vehicle may be
refused permission to partake.

Kewslettew items to Tom Brachma by General Meetings at the latest.

MEETINGS LAST TUESDAY OF THE CORRESPONDENCE
MONTH AT THE DANDENONG LIBRARY P.0, BOX 778
DANDENOKG VIC 3175
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calendar 159 8 6

MAY 13 Film Night at Waverly Gardens Cinema to
see Crocodile Dundee., Film starts at 7 p.m.

JUNE 7, 8 & 9 Gueen's Birthdayv weekend, Buckland
Valiey, Leave Sat, Morning 8 a.m.
Coldstream.
Further details contact John Smith.

JUNE 15 Annual Football match against Nissan Club.
{tentative)
JULY 173 Bay trip. Snow trip to Mt. Buller ares,
skiing.

Further details contact Sue Williams,
JULY 5 & 6 Driver Training weekend. Big Hiver area,.

JULY 19 A.G.M, BDinner at the Last Laugh. 828,50
per head, $10 deposit.
64 Smith St. Collingwood, 4 course meal,
show, dancing. N¢ct B.Y.G.

AUGUST 2 to Kakadu National Park.

SEPTEMBER 7 Departure: Saturday 2nd August 8 a.m.
from Tom 's place.
Fuel required: Tlleaps. Full tanks.
Maps required:; N.T. pastural and Maps
of Viec., N.S.W., S.4. & N.T.
Grade: B&C &S
Activities: Driving, camping, touring,
F.W.Driving, sighitseeing, fishing etc.
Farther details contact Tom Ph: 799 1998

AUGUST 16 & 17 Snow trip, Tamboritha area,
OCTOBER 25 & 26 Bush Dance.
NOVEMBER 23 LR, 0.C, field dav, Wandin Park,

CHRISTMAS TRIP
DECEMBER 26 Buchan aresa,
Further details contact John Lake

TF YOU WISH TO LEAD A TRIP PLEASE CONTACT COMMITTER

WE DO STILL NERD TRIP LEADERS { and accompanyment please,

PLEASE DON'T FORGET YOUR BEST BEFORT WITH PHOTOGRAPIY FOR THIE
PHOTO COMPETITION.
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TALROTVILIE

Roll calls lLeonie & Scott
Sue Williams & Jill (friend)
John Smith {the famous Yodler)
Feter & Chris Handlevy
Tom, Liala, Pustin & Lee Brachna
Gus, Carol & Adden Yearl
& Assorted dogs

We met at the "allam Pub at 8.00 Priday morning. Being T.E.C,

T got there 10 mins. late {perhaps that's why T was T.0,C0.}, Ve
launched into the traffic and proceceded to our first Wee stop 30 k ¢
down the road, veryone else seemed to wait until Traralgon,

but not our little fella, he will have to learn to tie knots before
wagust,

A run for the dogs and ride on the play gear Ffor the kids then back
into the traffic heading Stratford, Fernbank and Dargo. A fair run
with the traffic and ne drinks for the kid, saw us at Dargo for
lunch,

Up the Dargo-MHotham Rd., left at the Bandicoote Arms =and aleng to
the Collingwood Spur. A gquick word of advice to Leonie (new to hWD)
and dowwwwn we went, A guick check of the packing and off up stream
to Talbotwville and through to frewert Creelt saw us checking the

Ant situation (after Tom's ¥mas experiences) and setting up camp
about 3 p.m, Peter and Chris arrived about 4 p.m. having left mid-
morning.

ifter dinner a few quiet beers around the fire saw most people in i
bed early.

Saturday dawned brifht and early {those with littlies will know}.
After the morning ablutions, breikky and cups of coffee, Tom arced
up the stihl and the stack of firewood rose. The morning was spent
@ither swimming or lolling about the camp area. A few recce's were
taken up Brewert Track to view the scratchings of an 00, I dontt
think he ever got there, however, later in the weekend Pete got his
Hilux to the top "no sweat".

The arvo was spent investigating an oid Traction lingine and Stamping
Plant up at a nearby mine. It was only a 15 min, walk up hill,

but what a hill, Tom and I each had a handicap. About 30 l1lbs. of
jovy on our backs, The effort was worth it though to see such a com=
plete relic makes you wonder at the effort and engineering of our
forebearers,

v pleasant night was spent arcund the fire. Much chatting, eating
and the odd beer, port and such, Leonie didn't seem to sleep well
that night, must have been something she atel

Sunday dawned cloudy, A little overcast for some, The Baster Bunny
found all thoe kids, Ve decided a swim was in order (Tom is part fish).

Ye cleaned up the camp, did a few chores and generally hung around,
' PTO



faster 1980 cont...

After lunch we went for n swim and wash up. As we walked back the
clouds which had boked threatening all day started to roll and thunder
ve just got back to camp in time te prepare for a down pour which
continued through until dinner, It then cleared up enough to allow

a night arocund the fire which saw a strange “"ring around the FPort"
ritual which saw John "1 know how much I want” Smith come unstuck

and visit the scrub guietliv. The rain cleared up over night.

Monday dawned o nice day {Didntt it john). We packed up and left
via the Broken River Reard, v oaquick look up the Cynthia Range Track
to the flelipad, back down to the Main oad and down to the Den

of Nargun -~ now the Glenaladale National Park. Dinner at Sale and
home in the traflffic.

Sue, Jill and I had a geood game of pick the person on the radioc.
Telped o Will time in the traffic jam. Got home about 8.30 p.m,

Thanks Tom & Family. v obheaud camp and time. Well led, good
company Aand beaut countiry,

Gus .

(P,S, Carol lost o toss, but presented an argument I couldn't
afford to win).

(prs, Gust gravel rash has cleared up now! )
Carocl.

The bovs on the Easter Trip to Talbotville were seen to be
suffering eye~hall gravel vasnh,

Do all Blue !Milux drivers wear "Y' fronts and hand them in the
trees at night?

nid J.5, thinl he wasg in

Who was seen drinking wine, port with a funnel via theiri.iiccesesss?

There has been a new club formed "the Willie watch" .
Dontact the Foundntion Members - HBue or Jill.



MURRINDINDTE DAY TRIP = February

Trip Leaders: Brian Tuck and Murray Shaw

Roll Call: Dave Hocking and friend,
Peter Pink and Tom Brachna,
6 friends of Murray and Brian,

The meeting place was at the Glenburn Pub at 8 a.m. sharp.
At about 8,05 a.m. we headed off in our convey of 6 vehicles
toward the forest,

After a short drive down the Highway, we turned right, drove
about another 5 kms. and turned down an overgrown track.

A few hundred yards further down we were confronted by our
first obstacle; a river crossing. Although the river waan't
very deep, the cppoesite bank was badly eroded, with one
Hi=fux size rutt to negotiate., We all made it across without
any interference from croceodiles or sharks so on we went,

FFollowing Murrav, it was obvicus thabt he was getting gresat
pleasure testing his hair drver and locker,

We drove along assorted forest roads in the blinding dust
until we came to quite an interesting hiil., I wonf tell vou
the names of the tracks because they should be kept secret
for another day in the area and beside I don't remember them.,

Each wvehicle spun, bouwmced, slid and threw a few gibbers around
as they ascended the slope but all made it up. After the

climb a few more kilots were driven to a sort of a main road
and a "refreshment break” was had by all. Unfortunately we
only had ice cold beer to wash the dust from our throats

but we made do.

We drove along a few more roads and sort of came close to

our starting point, I think. You lot should know how I exceil
in navigational skills by now. Anyway we kept following
Murray's car (lucky he was there or we might still be surveving
the area), up a few more hills and along some extremely dusty
reoads, when we noticed an objiect lying in the centre of the
road. As the dust cleared and we got closer we discovered
that Murrayv had bowled over a Wallaby, On closer observation
the animal was still alive but it's hind legs were badly
mangled, so0, not one to let animals suffer, I reachsd for

the trusty axe to put it ocut of it's misery. However the
next car pulled up behind us and said he had a .22 riffle,

Ye let him do the job and that was that.

PTO
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Murrindindi Day Trip cont...

Mobile again we soon made it to our lunch stop by a creek
where we had a leisurely feed, dangled our toes in the creek
and washed down a bit more dust with that horrible ice cold
beer. After another few tracks, hills, roads and dust pits
we arrived back at the first river crossing. Somehow, Murray
and Brian took us right through the area without getting lost
which is beyond my capabilities at the moment but I'm still
studving.

At the river we had a rogt and washed some mMore dust dowm
with that horrible stuff and cooled down in the river. After
this, on the way home, we went our separalte ways. Some went
fishing, some investigated a track in the Tooclangl State
Forest and others went home, On finding “"The track", Dave
Hocking decided to give it a try and after much wheel 1lifting,
spinning and bowncing the "Crab" made it up and down again -
thank goodness.

We all said ocur goodbyes after a good day out and made our
way home.

The weather was hot, the company was ereat and ieaders had
accomplished their program faultlessly which all added up to
the perfect day.

Thanks to Murray and Brian and may we have more such days
of fun.

Tom,
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THE STATE CONSERVATION STRATEGY
--- YOUR ORGANIZATION'S ROLE IN MAKING |T HAPPEN

Sunday, July 27th.%am to 5pm
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A workshop for friends of native flora and fauna,bird watchers.
Lovers of trees and parks and people who care for the bush.

ﬁ% What is the State Conservation Strategy?

#2 How will it affect my organization and can we benefit from it?

#€ How can community groups co-operate and be more effective in convincing
the public about conservation? |

% What would be my organization's role in making it happen?

PLACE: Shenton , Govt. reception centre, 41 Kinkora Rd. Hawthorn. COST: $5.00

Applications close Friday, 8th. July. For mare details contact:

Jictorian Association for Environmental Education.
285 Little Lonsdale St. Melb. 663 4985 663 1561)

Filcase raserve me....... places in your workshop. Please send me application forms £



Further Contact
What areas should my submission cover?

Members of the Community Recreation
Courcil are available to discuss your

People wishing to make submissions to the submission further if vou wish.

Flan should not feel confined to any
particular areas, but rather should include C.R.C. Members to contact:

whatever issues or aspects are segen as . OUTDOOR
important.

Dick Coppin North-Western Victoria,
Western Victoria.
ph: 050} mm mﬁi tw)

RECREAT 10N

To provide a guide however, the Community

Recreatien Council has identified the ({50 23 6578 (W) PLAN
following broad areas of interest: FOR
Legislati Peg Klutke Barwon region, South- R
% Legislation Western Victoria. L
ph: 103) 240 1965th YICTORIA
& Trawning and Instruction
Frank Cox North-Western suburbs,

* Batety Central Victoria.
o oh: 103 354 2242 (K
# Facilities

Anna-Maria Dierer Inner suburbs,
b 1G3) 451 8481w . )
i _ﬂmmw @m% H.,poo:.: Raopportunity for you to hawe
¥ Fromotion FOUr say about the future of
cutdoor recreation in Victorix

¥ Regulation

Noel Spurr Eastern suburbs

# Planning phe O3 221 716t

* Research Rob Ewart Westernport, (ippsland,

Mornngton Femnsula,
pht Q5% 741 HOG

It will help the Community Recreation Council
1¥ you ran identify the stagec or vears in
which your suggestions should be initiated or
acted upon,

Don Blackwood Worth-Bacstern suburbs,
Upper Yarra region,
oh: 1030 497 2245

o

Neville Byrne Iping area. North-

Al
Eastern Victorix.
S

Any queries on the Outdoor Recreation Flam
should be directed to the Chief Executive

L : | phe (033 651 B481¢w
Otficer, Commumty Recreation Council, (03 459 52450 X . ‘
P.O.Eox 4907, G.P.0. MELBOURNE 3001, 2 ., mn_am,_.c:_ t» FRecreation Counch
Shome (03 506 3230, Anaduisory group to the Ministaer
) . for = ot & Rec at|o
o . , . Pilease feel free to contact amv of the above " P Recrestion
Submissions will be received up until 30 June oo

1988

JZ, members 1 vou wish turther agvic
r

regarcing o SUDMmISEIET



What is the Community Rerreation Council?

The Community Regreation Council advises
the Hinister for Sport and Recreation on
matters relating to recreation in the
community. One of its respongibilities is to
prepare & Recreation Plan for Victoria,
Outdoor recreation is an important part of
slch & plan.

Your inwolvement is being zought in the
development of the Uuidoor Recreation Plan.
You should consider sending a writien or
tapad submizsion outlining yOur CONCErNS
abowt the future of outdoor recreation in
Yictoria,

The Plan will assist in selting government
priorities for legisiation: planming. funding
and promotion of outdoor recreation. It will
also help guide the management of land and
water for cutdoor recrestion activities,

What will the Outdoor Becreation Planbae?

The Qutdoos Recreation Flan iz envisaged 10
be & series of projgcois and initiatives ( for
government departments, recreation and
ronservation groups) over the next thres or
four vEars.

The Plan will reflect ihe concerns of
ingividuals and organisations involved in
outdoor recreation.

Who should malle & submission?

Submissions will be welcome from any
individual or group with an interest in
putdoor recreatlon.

For the purpose of the Plan, outdoor
recreation 1g defined as those artivilies and
programmes  that opccur o natural or
near-ratural environmenis, Rather than
relying on built-up developments or Leing
team oriented/competitive; i the main
outdoor recreation activilies and Drogrammes
invalve inter-relationships between
indiviguals or betwesn the individual and the
grwvironment.

What wiil becoms of oy submission?

All submissions will B
usitied gocument i c
and issues of peoplo nteresied 10 outdoor
recreaticd,

The submissions and suggeslions wall oe
eraminet i the light of ¢ ﬂ,ﬂmi government
legislation and prigritd dealing with
ouidoor recreation.

Recommendations will beg made to ihg
Winister 4or Bport and Recreation and
through him to olher degariments with an
mvalvement in outdodr recreation.

Please complete the form below and attach
it to your submission

The details provided will assist the
Community BRecreation  Council  n
gemorstrating the imporiance of ouldoor
recraation it Victoria and in the preparation
ot its report 1o the Minister,

B B IR sssseovssosnoacensssnnzanunansnsoaysesanasss e oescaasEaesns

BT O B 5% sucavomsaacotossanosberaacnentesansrouozaasuaconsseaans
-

treessssnoresponnsreantosensascasessssnas P S TEOUB sanoseranane

Irdicate (n ordery vour most favoriie outdoor
recreallon aclivities or programmes, the year
vou firet became involved, and anestimate of
the number of days vou participated in each
activity v the last 13 months:

Favorite Activities Year Days La
Hegan  Yea
4

£ 3240729900 0900GAIRACIIN 2SB SEANSUnEPAnRNYINIIAROILLEIIBHIEEIEY

A

£ e una o US4 ALEAS 6040308330 H0RESR0RaYSIETIAEoRYESSEACEEARACOEIENT
D NedrTITsAITEaEANFATETIEOIISAREFAAFAIELAEONNANETEEAETIEITAITIROILE

@nnw»a»snn:um:ﬁnwumhnuu:m-nnaewawn«nuu.aNWmn_.uknDa-un-mvn-uwnhu-hu

Describe  the major  source  of your
witarmation about vour favorite activities or
programmes  ieg, club, magazine, frends:
atheri:

BEGEa0ADRBE BB LOREDGoE00RAL0E0EEEdINA08P5C5000E00BARdBANARIRAPREDREE

SHDABABBOEL TCE I EL Tt ik R . TrD AdRE ST rAHaE, LT .. c. .7 .BEHEBEBO



Victoria Association of
Four Wheel Drive Clubs

G.PO. Box 401 ¢,
Melboume, 3001.

Dear Club Secretary,

Attached please find a copy of a brochure titled 'Outdoor
Recreation Plan for Victoria', from the Community Recreation
Council - an advisory group to the Minister for Sport and
Recreation.

The brochure is self explanatory, and is seeking submissions
from interested groups concerning the type of recreation they
desire in Victoria.

An outline of types of things which should be contained in a
submission are listed on the brochure, but it 1s not necessary

for all of these points to be covered in depth by club submissions
if so desired.

Thiz isc ancther excellent oppertunity to alert government to
the needs of four wheel drivers, and I would ask that clubs

consider making a submission in any form - i.e. a letter, a

several page document, or even a substantial report to this

committee.

We need all the support we can muster in promoting our
recreation to the government, and this is an excellent opportunity
for clubs to participate directly in this aim.

Thanking vou,

T e

Brian Tanner
PRESIDENT

Att.



June TOREA,

No.,nr/z

INFURMATION FROM THE VICTORIA . SOCLATION OF FOUR WHEEL DRIVE CLUBS
TROMSON CATCHMENT DECISTON IS A VICTORY FOR OO P SENSE - ALMOST

The Minister for Conservation Forests and Tands, Mrs, Joan Kirner, has announced
her decision on the fubure aof the Thomson Catchment Area.

The 4WD through tracks will be opened Irom 18t December each year until 30th

April in the next year. There is also a proviso for the Land Manager to open
the gates one month early and/or keep them open one month later, depending upon
the amount of rainfall. The new access compares favourably with the previous

situation whereby only the 2WD tracks were open for general use from 1st December

until Easter. Entry into the 4WD area was by special permit. The fact that

a few clubs applied for this permission and gave a good account of themselves

is probably a contributing factor to the relaxation of the old system. Another

big factor in the access conditions 1is probably the great numker of submissions

made by 4Whers to the Thomson Catchment Commiftles. It is certainly a victory

for common se:sse and a feather in the 4WD club movement's caps., The new plan

leaves only two items to which we could take exception. The Red Jackel Spur

Track has been closed for no apparsent reason, certainly a close inspection carried
out by the Pajero Club on the Thomson Clean Up showed no reason for closure.

Recent talks with both M, & M.B.W. and C.F. & L. representatives threw no light

on the reason for closure. They were as mystified as we wers,

The guestion of camping at Jericho and eventually at Red Jacket,on the Football
Oval, will be addressed shortly with the Minister, The 4WD movement is incensed
at the insinuation that it is dirty, whilgt the walkers are clean.

is allowed at Jericho and Red Jacket,
we must ensure that no ong, but BO ONE, is allowed to mess up the canping areas

It would be grsat if all metror ang country clubs close to the area
would start now to plan, say, one trip each season in the catchment. The Land
Managoers would see Lt being used, T Use Reports would prove it's use and

vandals might be scared off. Certainly, if clubs encountered any damage taking
place, the offenders' licence number plate could be reported to the Neerim South
fond o =

office of the C.I'. & L. Perhaps : Gippsland, Latrobe Valley, Thomson Valley
and any other local clubs could see to the forming of a 4WD Management Committee

to look after the 4WD interests in Tthe ares,

15986 CLEAN-UP WEEFEND,

The March meeting of delegates was asked 1if it would discuss with their club
the requirement for this vyear, i.e. doss your club favour a big ‘all together'
clean-up or would 1t prefer to be given a task and a date to do it, so that
it combines it's efforts.

No clubs have indicated their wishes, Opwicusly, if & mass operation is reguired,
we need to address the task NOW. ete, venue and type of task need to be decided.
Talking to Frank Noble last month, T found that he would like assistance with
two tasks: replacing sign posts that have been vandalised or smashed up, 1s
one upon which he places a high priority; the other is that he could do with
a2 1ot of assistance in the Wonnongatta Valley, tasks ungpecified, Ohviously
the clubs located in the West cannot be expected to come so far to the EHast.
Frank Noble believes that a Statewide clean-up (with a big working party for
him) could be benoficial to our mavemant,




TALKS WITH FRANK NOBLE

Whilst Frank could not talk on behalf of the whole &Ff the C.F. & L., he did
give us {the party which went up to Arbuckle Junction} the benefit of some very
frank (no pun) talks. First, whilst some Area Managers are pro 4WD clubs (not
hoons), many are not. This is mostly due to the hoons, but not only them,
Some of us in the past have acted irresponsibly in the bush, especially in relation
to our lack of respect for other users. To drive through a bush walkers camp,
even if it is badly situated, is not on. Whilst any of our members persist
in this type of behaviour, we are not going to improve our image with the anti-
4WD Area Managers. Second, the only reason that anti-4WD Managers allow us
to use the tracks is because of the L.C.C. recognising us as a legitimate
recreation. Our summation of Frank is that he is a very caring person. He
has a vast 4WD problem in his area, but is trying desperately to get a solution
that is reasonable to all 4WDers, not just the club movement, He is aware
of the steps taken in Queensland and is now attempting to find what conditions
prevall in other parts of the World. When he has all the information, he will
address the problem in an impartial manner. Another thing about Frank is that
he doss not iike back-stabbers. He likes you to speak vour mind. He speaks
his.

THIS TOMp

Many have had reservations regarding VAFWA¢ in the past, due to a lack of commu
ication, This is an honest attempt to £ill any gap, percieved or actual.
However, as well intentioned as the staff of this news-letter is, two things
should be borne in mind. First, 1if anything in this issue, or any future issue
offends, please say something. 1t 1s the intention that all views should get
an ailring. Lo not bottle it up. secondly, many of you reading this may
have something to write that you would wish to be included. Please send vyour
article, letter or announcement, direct to P.0O. Box 401C, Melbourne, 3001,
Please don't make your article too lengthy, as it will have to be typed.

1985 THOMSCN CLEAN-UP

I heard that someone suggested that doing a clean-up and then nothing else is
a waste of time. I concur with this view, so let me tell you what went on
after we left Muttontown.

Within about ten days, C.F. & L. at Neerim South started spraying the blackberry
in the township of Jericho. Today the township is looking very brown indeed,
as the main growth of blackberry is now dead. The town will have to be sprayed
again next spring/summer to kill the secondary growth. T understand that i
1987/88 the dead blackberry will be cleared, most probably by burning. After
that, we will be given the opportunity to volunteer some labour to get the place
clean, put down grass seed and plant native trees/shrubs to make a 20 metre
barrier around the river. After all that, the area should be quite presentable
and nice to camp at. We will not have wasted our time, if these things occur.

BI-CENTENNTAL BEACONS

The plan to get Australia 'lit-up' has been approved by the Australian Bi-Cent-
ennial Authority. Professor Veliz says that a meeting will sbon be held to
get the plan going. One aspect to be resolved is the concept of starting the
tires clockwise, starting in Botany Bay ard finishing there. The pecple of
Queensland and Northern Territory have pointed out that they wouldn't start
lighting their fires until 3 to 6 o'clock in the morning. So it's back to
the drawing board, to devise a system where all the beacons can be lit within
four hours.

Another little problem for the 4WD movement, is Tasmania. What is going to
happen in Tassie? Will they re-form their Association, or form a Committee
to look after the beacons? Will we be expected to organise them? T certainly
hepe not. Victoria will be enough of an administrative headache without taking
on ancther State.
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NEW CTUR NEWS

This month, May, may see threc - w olubs affiliated with Association - Peninsulg,
Thomsor: Valley and Phoonix. tairnsdale, hfopean and South West could be in
Very SO0, Please help make the country clubs feel welcome. Volunteer to

act as a liason. Ring their contact after the meeting so that they know wk'lat
went on, what needs to be discussed. Ring thar after their meeting to find
out what they think about controversial topics, get them to send a proxy vate
to the Secretary.

BT-CENTENNARY YEAR

Our Naticnal Council did call for ideas to celebrate 1588, A round Rustralia
tour with V.I,P., 4Whers from overseas seems a must to me bub aiso, what about
& nationwide CLEAN-UP, each State Association organising the biggest clean-
up ever, A record number of car bodiss recoversd on one day for the Guiness
Beok of Records, {Perhaps in the year 2000 we could have a World wide clean-
upj . Anyway, please think about 1988 and let VAFWDC know what your thoughts
are,

TREE FARMING

A member of the Phoenix 4WD Club, also a Member of Parliament {M.H.R. Chisholm),
Helen Mayer has been carrying out a study into the feasability of tree farming,

i.e. growing trees for the express purpose of using the timber. This, she
and her team believe, would take a lot of pressure {in time} off the natural
areas. T have added her letter to this edition, so you can read it and, if

you have samething to contribute, let her have the benefit of your advice,
Helen and her Husband have been 4Whers for many vears, They currently run
a Series 3 Land Rover,

(LUB MAGAZINES

A couple of the larger clubs have been sening Frank Noble a copy of their
magazine sach month, He veads thom because the trip reports give him an indica-
tion of the state of tracks in his locality, Without having the expense of
sending a team to check track conditions, he can find out how they are, He
would be pleased to receive any club's magazines, but especially those that
mainiy travel in his area. He 1s sending me a list of other Area Manager:
who would be interested in receiving club magazines. He specifically asked
me to state that his perusal of the magazines is nobt to check up on what we
are doing, simply to glean information about the tracks,

This is a direct admission that our movement can assist the authorities,

SUGGESTION @  Country clubs: T1f vou have an anti-4wD Ares Manager, make a
special point of delivering him a copy of your magazine.,
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TRACKS

Please ensure you keep a good flow of information coming for Deadly Dave Horne's
Track Committee. Tt was noticeable that Frank Noble had a good look at the
format of Deadly's computer output. shows that Deadly is on the right track?
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HELEN MAYER, M.P )
FEDERAL MEMBER FOR CHISHOLM

11 April 1986

Members of Four-Wheel Drive Clubs may be interested in project
being pursued by a group of Federal MP's,

This year, a small, informal group of Federal MF's has decided to
put together a proposal for Government aimed at establishing tree
growing as ancther option for farmers.

Because we believe that there will be increasing, not decreasing
need for timber and paper products which will cause increasing
pressure on native forests and because Australia is a nett
importer of timber, my colleagues and T believe that Government
can and should do something to help establish tree growing as a
profitable enterprise.

We are consulting with Forestry scientists and sconomists,
foresters, agricultural economists, saw-millers, paper producers,
taxation experts and investors in forests to try to understand
all aspects of this industry. We are investigating such things
as capital and recurring costs, training programs, taxation
and/or bounty assistance, tree varieties and usage and so forth.
what we hope to do is make it possible for farmers, and others
who are interested, to take the long-term option of helping
australia become self-sufficient in timber while at the same time
conserving ocur native forests. Most of cur farmers operate on an
annual crop or return basis and would need help to diversify into
a crop which does not provide a return for many years.

The group consists of myself, Tony Lamb, Member for Streeton,
Neil O'Keesfe, Member for Burke, Peter Cleeland, Member for McEwan
and Elaine Darling, Member for Lilley in Queensland., We would
appreciate any information or advice, particularly from members
of the public who have an interest in forests, which may help us
to achieve our aim. We can be contacted through my office at 12
Ellingworth Parade, Box Hill, 3128. Telephone 838-0675.
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